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Fatherhood Research and 
Practice Network
• Six-year,	$4.8	million	cooperative	agreement	to	

Temple	U	&	CPR	
• Funding	by	U.S.	DHHS,	ACF,	Office	of	Planning,	

Research	and	Evaluation,	2013-2019

• Targets	fatherhood	researchers	&	programs	serving	
low-income	fathers



Why  Focus on State-Level Policy?
States	have	a	great	deal	of	autonomy	

in	family	policy	and	funding
• 33	states	have	unobligated	TANF	balances	
($3.3	billion)

• Child	support	agencies	have	resources	&	
tools	that	could	help

• Few	states	have	fatherhood	commissions	
or	initiatives

State-level	initiatives	have	the	
potential	to	overcome

• Service	instability	&	turnover	from	short-
term	funding	grants

• Limited	political	power	&	policy	reach	for	
father	inclusion

• Inability	of	isolated	service	programs	to	
address	many	needs

State-level	initiatives	can	
accomplish	a	lot

• Coordinate	across	multiple	human	
services	agencies	

• Improve	positive	father	engagement	and	
outcomes	for	kids

• Return	on	Investment	due	to	earnings,	
taxes	&	avoided	costs

Father	engagement	in	human	
services	agencies	is	a	federal	

priority
• ACF-ACF=IM-18-01,	October	17,	2018



Statewide Father Inclusion Planning Projects

• Overall goal:  Generate	system	change	aimed	at	enhancing	father	inclusion	
in	state	programs	and	policies

• Method: Competitive	awards	to	11	states	(20	applicants)

• Grantees: CO,	CT,	KY,	MI,	MN,	NC,	PA,	RI,	SC,	WA,	WY

• Leads: CBO	(6);	University	(2);	State	agency	(2);	Fatherhood	org	(1)	
• Requirements:  Diverse	planning	teams;	Involve	State	child	support	

director;	Four	check-in	calls	w/FRPN	staff,	Submit	final	Summary	and	Action	
plan	outlining	Goals,	Activities,	Accomplishments,	Next	Steps

• Funding:  Flexible	awards	of	$10,000,	January-Sept.	2019
• FRPN Support: Preparation	of	site-specific	logic	models,	Learning	

community	calls,	Bi-monthly	check-In	calls	offering	technical	assistance	and	
resources

• Other Features: Autonomy	to	determine	own	goals,	activities,	strategies	
and	spending;	



FRPN State Planning Mini Grants
CO Families	First	Colorado
CT State	of	Connecticut,	Department	of	Social	Services
KY Lexington	Leadership	Foundation
MI University	of	Michigan,	School	of	Social	Work
MN Minnesota	Fathers	and	Families	Network
NC North	Carolina	State	University,	School	of	Social	Work
PA The	Strong	Families	Commission
RI Parent	Support	Network	of	Rhode	Island
SC South	Carolina	Center	for	Fathers	and	Families
WA Washington	State	Department	of	Social	and	Health	Services,	

Economic	Services	Administration	(ESA),	
Office	of	the	Assistant	Secretary

WY Wyoming	Children’s	Trust	Fund



Michigan
Rich Tolman
School of Social Work
University of Michigan
RTOLMAN@UMich.EDU

Washington
Anne Stone
State Director, 
WA Frontiers of Innovations
Dep’t Social and Health Services
StoneAJ@dshs.wa.gov 

Featured Planning Grantees

South Carolina
Richard Barr
SC Center for Fathers and Families
rbarr@scfathersandfamilies.com

Kentucky
David Cozart
Director
Lexington Leadership Foundation
dcozart@lexlf.org



Key Goals Identified by FRPN Planning Grant Teams

Develop	Lasting	
Organizational	
Structure	for	

Father	Inclusion

Cultivating	
High- Level	
Legislative	&	
Executive	
Support

Obtaining	
Funding	for	
Fatherhood	
Commissions	
&	Services

Building	Multi-
Agency	

Partnerships	&	
Alliances

Engaging	
Fathers	for	

Authentic	Input	
to	State	

Agencies	&	
Programs

Collecting	Data	on	
Barriers	to	Father	

Engagement,	Unmet	
Needs,	Service	Gaps	
and	Fatherhood	

Resources	&	Services
CO Ì Ì

CT Ì Ì Ì

KY Ì Ì Ì Ì

MI Ì Ì Ì

MN Ì Ì

NC Ì Ì Ì

PA Ì Ì Ì Ì

RI Ì Ì Ì Ì

SC Ì Ì

WA Ì Ì Ì

WY Ì Ì



Questions on Goals
• Why	was	creating	an	organizational	

structure	dealing	with	fatherhood	a	
priority	for		Michigan?

• Why	was	creating	multi-agency	
partnerships	a	priority	for	
Kentucky?

• Why	was	collecting	data	on	the	
father	experience	a	priority	for	
Washington?

• Why	was		obtaining	funding	and	
forging	alliances	for	funding	a	
priority	for	South	Carolina?



Main Activities FRPN Teams Pursued
Interviews,	

Focus	
Groups	&	

Surveys	with	
Impacted	
Fathers

Building	
Multi-
Agency	

Coalitions

Strategic	
Planning	&	
State	Policy	
Review

Conducting	
Fatherhood	
Summits	&	
Conferences

Engaging	in	
Legislator	

Education	&	
Cultivation	

of
Champions

Planning	&	
Funding	a	
Permanent	
Statewide	
Fatherhood	
Commission

CO Ì Ì Ì Ì

CT Ì Ì Ì Ì

KY Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì

MI Ì Ì Ì Ì

MN Ì

NC Ì Ì Ì

PA Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì

RI Ì Ì Ì Ì

SC Ì Ì Ì

WA Ì Ì Ì

WY Ì



Questions on Activities

How	did	Kentucky	engage	in	strategic	planning	and	what	
were	the	key	outcomes?

How	did	Michigan	build	relationships	with	state	agencies	
and	programs	and	what	were	the	chief	benefits?

How	did	South	Carolina	build	relationships	with	state	
agencies	and	what	were	the	chief	benefits?

How	did	Washington	collect	information	on	impacted	
fathers	and	what	were	key	learnings?



Main Challenges that FRPN Planning Teams Encountered

Political	and	
Organizational	Issues

Difficulty	Engaging	or	
Managing	Impacted	

Fathers	

Geographic	Distance	
and	Time

Constraints	of	
Partners

Lack	of	Data	on	
Father	Engagement

CO Ì Ì

CT Ì

KY Ì Ì Ì

MI Ì Ì Ì

MN Ì

NC Ì Ì Ì

PA Ì Ì

RI Ì

SC Ì

WA Ì Ì Ì Ì

WY Ì Ì



Questions on Challenges
• What	fatherhood	data	gaps	did	

Michigan	encounter?

• How	did	the	time	constraints	of	
partners	affect	the	planning	effort	in	
Kentucky?

• What	types	of	challenges	did	
Washington	experience	in	managing	
father	engagement?	

• What	political	and	organizational	
challenges	did	South	Carolina	
encounter	in	its	father	inclusion	
effort?



Accomplishments Achieved by FRPN Teams
Increased	

Knowledge	of	
Barriers,	

Resources,	&	
Needs	of	
Fathers

Creation	of	
Information	
Databases	&		

Data	
Collection	
Tools

Development	
of	Multi-
Agency	

Coalitions

Development	
of	Strategic	
Plans	and	
Funding	
Strategies

Press	
Coverage

Conducting	
Fatherhood	
Summits

CO Ì

CT Ì Ì Ì Ì

KY Ì Ì Ì Ì

MI Ì Ì Ì Ì

MN Ì Ì

NC Ì Ì Ì Ì

PA Ì Ì

RI Ì Ì Ì Ì

SC Ì Ì Ì

WA Ì Ì Ì

WY Ì Ì



Questions on Achievements
Every	site	cited	the	development	of	broad,	
multi-agency	coalitions	or	councils	as	a	key	
planning	grant	achievement.	

Briefly	describe	your	coalition-building	
achievements	and	the	following:

Kentucky: Strategic	Plan

Michigan: Increased	knowledge	on	
fatherhood	resources	&	gaps

South Carolina: Press	coverage

Washington: Fatherhood	Summit



Next Steps for FRPN Planning Grant Teams
Ongoing	Coalition	

Meetings	&	Expanding	
State	Partners

Creation	of	
Fatherhood	
Commissions

And/or
Legislative	
Advocacy

Securing	
Long-Term	
Funding

Improving	
the	Image	of	
Fathers	and	
Changing	
the	Culture

Data	
Collection	&	

Policy	
Evaluation	

on	
Fatherhood

Conducting	
Fatherhood	
Summits

CO Ì Ì

CT Ì Ì Ì Ì

KY Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì

MI Ì Ì Ì Ì

MN Ì Ì Ì

NC Ì Ì Ì Ì

PA Ì Ì Ì

RI Ì Ì

SC Ì Ì Ì

WA Ì Ì Ì Ì Ì

WY Ì Ì Ì



Questions on Next Steps
What	next	steps	does	Kentucky plan	to	take	to	create	a	
Fatherhood	Commission?

What	next	steps	does	Michigan plan	to	take	to	secure	funding	
for	fatherhood	services?

What	next	steps	does	South	Carolina	plan	to	take	to	identify	
gaps	in	father	services?

What	next	steps	does	Washington plan	to	take	to	improve	the	
public	image	of	fathers	and	change	the	culture	around	
fatherhood?



FORTHCOMING FRPN BRIEF
FRPN Planning Grant Initiative 

on Father Inclusion in Policies and Programs 
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Jessica	Pearson
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Jay	Fagan
November	2019
www.frpn.org



Contact Us

Jay Fagan, PhD, FRPN Co-Director 
– jfagan@temple.edu
– (215) 204-1288

Jessica Pearson, PhD, Director, Center for Policy 
Research, Denver, FRPN Co-Director 
– jspearson@centerforpolicyresearch.org
– (303) 837-1555 
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